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TO THE 


 Ris6ur HonouKkaBLE 


Sir VVilliam Aſhhurſt, 


LORD-MAYOR 


OF THE 


CITY of LONDON. 


My Lord,” TS i 
N- obedience to 'the Order of your Court, Thave 
publiſh'd this Sermort, and heartily pray it may 
have thoſe good Effets for which it was both 

Preach'd and Publifh'd : And having this Opportu- 
nity, 1 beg leave tolet Your Lordfhip-know the grate» 
ful ſenſe” all good men have of Your Vigorous Care 
and Endedvours to give a ſtop to that Profaneneſs and 
Lewdneſs of Alanners that are grown to ſo great a 
head amongſt us. The A of Parliament that 


- gives. Liberty to Diſſenters in the uſe of their ſe- 


veral Modes of Worſhip, was, 1 am fure, never 
defign'd to give men liberty to have no Religion at- 
| all ;. 


e— TT —_—- 


bo Go Om_R 


T The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


all; and yet this I fear , as to too many, us the 
ſad effet of it. It were to be wiſh'd that all 
men could be perſwaded to worſhip God with one 
Mouth, and one Heart , after that moſt Excellent 
Form Eſtabliſh'd in our Church, the Beft and Pureſt 
of Churches ; yet us it far better to worſhip God 
after any form, than not to worſhip him at all, than 
to live in an open neglef& and contempt of his Wor 
ſhip. May Your Lordſhip go on, by Your own Exs- 
ample, to, encourage Regular and Uniform Devotion, 
and by a due Execution of the Laws, to ſuppreſs 
Irreligion and Immorality. This, Their Majeſties have 
often declar'd, to be Their Will and Pleaſure : By 
this Your Lordſhip will do the greateſt Service to 
Their Crown and Government : . This will- not fail 
to procure the Bleſſing of God upon this great City, 
and ſecure to Your Lordfhtp Peace and Flonaur 
both here and for ever, 1 am, | | 


My Losxv,- 
Your LoRrDsn1vPe's 


moſt Obedient Servant, 


Sa FrEeMAN 


neon 
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_ St. Marr. 25. 46. 
— - But the Righteous into Life Eternal. 


EROMEAUR Bleſſed Saviour having in 

9 the foregoing verſes given us 
an account of the Proceedings 
of the laſt and dreadful Day 
PIER of Judgment, and the diffe- 
rent Fares, to which both good and bad 
( whom he there deſcribes under the Chara- 
Cters. of Sheep and Goats ) ſhall be adjudg- 
ed and ſentenc'd ; ſums up the whole Diſ- 


«courſe. in the- words I have' read unto you. 
Theſe, 


_ 


2 | 
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Theſe, that is, the Goats on his left hand, 
the unrighreous and uncharitable, ſhall go a- 
way into everlaſting Puniſhment' ; But the Righ- 


nal. IO nh 
I am at preſent to diſcourſe on the latter of 
theſe, the Happy Stare and Condition of 


Righteous -and Charitable Perlons ' a the 


other World : And for the better underſtand- 


ing-of 1t; it-is necefſary co ſthew you thele 


Three things. 


I. Who is meant by the. Righteous, 

[1. Wherein this ' Eternal ' Life (conſiſts, 
that is, the promis'd Reward of Righteous 
Perſons. IT 


teous, that is, the Sheep on his right hand , _ 
the Good and Charitable, into Life Eter- 


i 
| 
: 
4 
F 


IM. The Truth and Certainty of this Pro- 


poſition ; That Righteous and Charitable , |} 
Perſons ſhall be for. ever Happy in' the... 


other World; But the Righteous 4nto Life E- 
ternal. | 


I. Who is meant by the Righteous, 
Now, altho Righteouſneſs ſtrictly taken, 


[1gnifies only the virtue of Juſtice and Ho- | | 


neſty, 


_— 
Ty 


[the Lor d-Mayor, &C. 


neſty, yer is it in Scripture frequently us'd 


in.,a more large Senſe, and has reſpect to - 


theſe. Three things; 


1. To the Works and Actions of Men ; 
Not but that we are bound to believe aright, 
and be yery careful what Opinions and Te- 
nets we take up; eſpecially that they be 
neither immora], nor unpeaceable ; that the 
Articles of our Faich be well. grounded, and 
contain nothing in them, but what is found- 
ed on, and agreeable with the Word of 
God. But that which the Scripture makes 
the trueſt ſign: and mark of a Righteous 


Man, are righteous Works, as being not ſo 
cheap nor lo eaſy as Profeſſion and Belief.- 


He that doth good, lays St. John, is of God : 
and again , My little Children let no man de- 
ceive you, in this point eſpecially, He that 
doth Righteouſneſs us righteous, even as he us 
righteous, = 


2. To the Univerſality of a man's Duty. 
He that fails in any cne part of his duty, 
is unrighteous to God, becauſe. all are God's 
due ; Here can: be no. commutriog” a duty , 

| B no 


Epiſt. John 


3.V- Ir, 


1 Epiſtl. John 
ch. 3.v.7: 
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— 


Chap. 1- v. 6. 


no making amends for the breach of one 
Law by the ſtrict obſervance of another, 
becauſe we are under equal Obligarions to 
all. For this realon Zachary and Flizabeth 
are ſaid jin St. Luke's Goſpel, to be both 
righteous before God, becauſe they walked in all 
the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord 


blameleſs. 


3. To the chiefeſt and | moſt principal 
art of a man's Duty , Charity and goo 
Works; All the good things we poſſeſs 
in this world, being not ſo properly given 
as lent us ' by God, (he being the true 
Owner and Proprietor of them, and we only 
his Stewards) we are oblig'd to put them 
out to thoſe uſes which the great Lord 
of the Univerſe. gave us them for ; that is 


to ſay, after we have in fome competent 


meaſure provided for our own Needs and 
Conveniences, and the comfortable Support 
of our Families, to diſpenſe the overplus - 
to the Relief and Succour of thoſe chat 
want it ; I will not take upon me to adjuſt 
the exact meaſure and proportion that is to 
be obſerv'd in the Exerciſe of ' this Duty ; 
St, Panl's 


alt. os at. 1” os had} ne. Lon. 


" the Lord Myr, &c. 


St. Panl's rule is, according to our Ability, 
4s God hath proſper'd ws; the Jews, beſides 
the Tythes payable every year to the Prieſt , 
were oblig'd every Third year to ſet apart 
another Tythe for the poor; which being 
reſolvy'd into a yearly Rate, amounts to a 
Thirtieth part of our yearly Income ; and 
certainly the Goſpel, that hath enlarg'd the 


"Duty - of Charity 2s to the Obje&t, all 


Mankind, has not leffen'd it as to the quan- 
tity; I know it's poſlible for Men to ex- 
ceed in this Duty, though {that very rare- 
ly happens: ) To be ſure there is far great- 
er danger that they fall ſhort in it; and 
they that do [o, are indeed unjuſt Stewards of 


. their Maſter's Goods, and deprive the poor 


and miſerable of that God hath given chem 
a right to; and thetetore Solomon in the 
24. of the Proverbs and the 27th. ver fe : 
ſpeaking -of the. poor at1d neceflitous, {as 
both the * Septuagint Verhon, and che fol- 
lowing \words, oblige us to -explain' ic) 
thus adviſes, Withhold not g00d from them 
to Whom itt s awe; or As It is mA the He- 
brew, who are the Lords and Owners of 
i. Accordingly, Altas-grving is frequently 

B 2 flil'd 


1 Cor. 16. 2. 
Deut. 14. 22. 


Verſe 29. 


* My Sg 
d moiety oy 
ey. 


Deut."24. 13. 
Pſal. 112.9. 
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ſtil'd Righreouſneſs both in the Old and New 
Teſtament : And this is the particular meaning 
of the word Righteous in the Text, it 
having relation to the Sheep mention'd in 
the former part of the Chapter, that ſhall 
ſtand on Chriſt's right hand at the day of 
Judgment, whom our Saviour there deſcribes 
by their works of Charity. 

And though he inſtances only in thoſe that 
reſpe&t the Body, feeding the hungry, giving 
drink to the thirſty, clothing the naked, viſiting 
the fick, entertaining ſtrangers ; yet are there 0- 
thers that reſpeCt the Soul, and are no leſs 
to be obſerved by us, ſuch as inſtruQting the 
ignorant, confirming the weak, convincing 
the erroneous, reclaiming the vicious , rai- 
ſing the ſorrowful and deje&ed ſpirit ; in 
our ſtation undertaking the patronage of 
oppreſsd Virtue and Religion ; and when 
the Caſe requires it , parting with our E- 
ſtates, and laying down our Lives for the 
Brethren, that is, in defence of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, which is the greateſt good we 
can do for other Mens Souls. 

All neceſſary and excellent Acts of Cha- 
xity ; and yet ſtill there are greater, which 

__ being 


« the Lord-Moyor, .&c. 


being of a more Publick Nature and Deſign, 
laſting longer, and doing more good, do 


. . outſhine theſe: I mean the Founding and 


Endowing Publick Houſes of Charity, where- 


by not only ſome few Single Perſons, but 


Multitudes, not only the preſent but future 
Generations are benefited and obliged; whe- 
ther they be Hoſpitals for the Maintenance of 
thoſe that cannot help themſelves, or Work- 
houſes for the Employment of thoſe that can ; 
or Places of Correfion for the Puniſhment of 
thoſe that will not when they are able; or 
Free-Schools for the Education: of poor Chil- 
den, whereby many are made to become uſeful 
Members of the Community, that otherwiſe 
might have been a burden, if not a peſt un- 

to It. 
| know this ſort of Charity is very much 
abuſed -in the World, (as well as Faith 
corrupted) but whilſt I plead not for thoſe 
Popiſh Places. of Retirement , where un- 
der the pretence of Devotion., Idleneſs is: 
indulg'd, and Luxury pamper'd., and all 
ſorts of Lewdneſs roo commonly prattis'd;. 
yet this hinders not, but that I may be an. 
Advocate for. thoſe of. Proteſtants, who. 
__  aniwer: 


om yy ren 
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——_— - 


aſWver the great and good Ends for which 
they were delign'd, hg daily adminiſter ſup- 
port and comfort to the poor and miſera- 
ble. 

| Preſently upon the beginning of the Re- 
formation , there was an huge outcry tais'd 


by the Church of Rom , apainſt the Blel- 


ſed Inſtruments of it, as if they had been 


declard Enemies to all good Works, be- 
cauſe they conld not but condemn their Do- 
Arine of the Merit of them; they granted 
we could not want Faith, whileſt ever 
one, they ſaid, might have a Creed of his 
own deviſing ; but as for Chirity, chat 
had taken wing , and left the. Heretical 
World. 

To confute both theſe aroundlel; and 
malicious Slanders, our very Prudent as well 
as Pious Reforiners took this effeQual Conrle ; 
To dechare their Fkith, and to put a to 
to the Defigns and Whiims 6f FaQions an 
Melancholy Men, they put cout the Atticles 
of our Religion: And 'to juſtify their Cha- 
rity, and encotirtge 'the Practice of ir, they 
put chat ificomparable Pritice, King Edward 
the Sixth pon founding , 'or at leaſt im- 
proving 


—_— 
Len, 


"the Lord Mayor, &c. 


proving the Famous Hoſpitals of this City ; 
And blefled be God, fo many have been 
the Noble ant{ Great Souls in every Gene- 
ration ſince, fo large and magnificent their 
Benefactors, that we are able to vye with 
Rome in this particular ; and if Dr. Willet 
inf6rttis bis! aright, ro ſhew more and grea- 
ter Schools and Hoſpitals buile and endowed 
in Enyland in theſe laft Huadred and Thirty 
Years fince- the. Reformation, than can be 
ſhown in any the like Number of Years be- 
fore, when England was in Subjection to Po- 
pery. 

11. Whetein this Erernal Life conſifts, thac 
is, the promiſed reward of Righteons Per- 
{ons. | | 
That by Eternal Life, is meant Eternal 
Happineſs, appears in that it's oppos'd to 
Everlaſtins Puniſhment in the former part of 
the Verks » promiſed as a thing infinitely 
defirable,, and as the Reward: of Righte- 
ouſhneſs, upon which account it js elſewhere 


Synop. Pap, 
1219, 1224, 


caltd a Crown of Life. Bleſſed is the man James 1. 12 


that endureth temptation, for when he is tried, he 


[hall 


not fo ealy to diſcover or exprels. 

bove our Thoughts, and above our Appre- 
henfions ; it is the participation of the Joys of 
God, and of- the Inheritance of. our Bleſled 
- Redeemer. 


Oh: Happy State! 


Where I ſhall be freed from all Sin, and 
from all Sorrow ; where there ſhall be no 
Evils from without, no Impurities from within 
to diſturb my peace ; nothing but Eternal Day 
without Night , | perpetual Calm without 
Storm. | | 

Where I ſhall live for ever in the preſence 
of God, and have my enlarged underſtand- - 
ing entertain'd with a clear Knowledge of his 
Nature, Works, and all the wiſe Deſigns of 
his Grace and Providence; and where this 
Knowledg ſhall have that influence -on -my 
Soul, as to transform me into his Nature, 
ſo that I ſhall not only ſee God , but be- 
come my ſelf a God-like Creature ; ' not 

| _ only 


vj, 


the Lord-Mayor, &c. 


only partake of the Glory of Heaven, bur be 
made my ſelf a part of its Glory. 

Where'l ſhall ever be with our Lord , 
and be an Eye witneſs of the happy 
Change of his paſt doleful Circumſtances , 
and be traniported with unſpeakable Raviſh- 
ments to ſce' him who was ſo ignominiouſ- 
ly. and barbarouſly created on Earth for our 
ſakes, exalted at the Right Hand of God 
to: the higheſt pitch of Glory and Maje- 
ſy. L. 

"Where I ſhall be aflociated with Bleſſed 


Angels, and Spirits of Juſt Men made per- 


fe ; and paſling through all the Regions 
of the' Bleſſed , ſhall meer with none bur 
Holy and Charitable Souls , of the ſame 
Mind and Temper with my ſelf, freely 
converling together, adoring the | Infinite 
Perfe&tions , of God, and. congratulating 
each others Happineſs in the enjoymeat of 
him. 


Where with all the Bleſſed Inhabitants 


of that place, being united together in ho- 


ly Love, I ſhall be engaged in a conſtant 
Exeiciſe of Love, Joy, Gratitude, and Ad- 
miration, in chanting forth Songs of Praiſe 

-_ C and 
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x Cor. 2. 9. 


and Thankſgiving to him that fits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb that was (lain; to God even our 


Father, and to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath 


loved tis, and waſhed away our ſins in his own 
blood. 
Where, laſtly, all this Happineſs ſhall be 


Eternal ; where I ſhall every day be more 


and more advancing in the Knowledge and 
Love of the Infinite God ; and as they grow 
and increaſe, ſo will my Joys multiply and 
ſpring in upon me ; every farther degree of 
the Knowledge and Love of God will cre- 
ate in me new and freſh Additions of De- 
light and Pleaſure ; and becauſe I can. ne- 
ver come to an end in knowing and loving 
of- God, I can never come to an end of my 
Happineſs. 

Alt this, and infinitely more, is compre-- 
hended in that Eternal 'Life , that's here 
made the Reward of Righteous Perfons : 
For neither eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard , nor 
hath it ever entered into the heart of man to con- 


ceive, the great things God hath prepared for them 


that love him ; and therefore is it fitter for 


us to hope- for theſe things than: to- difcourſe 


x Cor. 13, 12, Of them, Whilſt we are in this tabernacle, and 


ſee 


| | 


a Lord-Miyor, &c. 


2 


"Y 


fee ds a as in 4 glaſs darkly. But hen it is to 
be confiderd, that cho the Goſpel promiles 


us an Happineſs that we cannot comprehend, 


yer it gives us all the reaſon in the World to 


believe the Certainty of it. And this leads 
me to the 


II. Third Particular, To ſhew the Truth 
and ' Certainty of this Propoſition , That 
Righteous and Chatricable Perſons ſhall be for 
ever happy in the other World ; but the Righte- 


ous into Life Eternal. 


We have ſome ſhort Y of it here in the 


peace and fatisfation of our Minds, there 
being. much of God and Heaven in every act 
of Charity , and in the perfection of Cha- 
rity conſiſts the Heavenly State. 

We are aſſur'd of it from the Juſtice of Di- 
vine Providence, which making little or fio 


difference berwiks Good and Bad Men in this 


World, is obliged to make a proaet and more 


remarkable one in the next. 
It is told us by God himſelf, preach'd b 
his Holy Son; confirm'd by Miracles; Chri 


himſelf died to purchaſe ir ; and thouſands of 


Martyrs have died'to witneſs it. 
C 2 But 


———O 
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Bur the Argument I ſhall infiſt on as more 
proper at preſent, is taken from our Savi- 
ours Reſurreftion ; This 'is the main ſup- . 
port of our future hopes, the great Pledge 
and Aflurance of our own Reſurrection and 
Immortality. 

Thar our Saviour did ariſe from the 
Dead, I ſhall not need, as I juſtly might, 
to lay the ſtreſs of the Evidence upon 
the Divine Authority of the Holy . Scrip- 
tures; but giving them only that Credit 
that is due to every Common Hiftory of 
Matter of Fact, here is enough. to ſatisfy the 
moſt Sceptical and Cayilling Perſon. For, 
ſays the Apoſtle, He was ſeen of Cephas , then 
of the twelve, then of five hundred brethren 
at once. All Perſons of clear Underſtand- 


ings, unſpotted Virtue, unqueſtionable Pru- 


dence, who could promiſe themſelves no 
advantage by forging ic, who cannot be 
ſuppoſed to invent a Lye to propagate that 
Goſpel that damns the Lyar; who were en- 
abled by a Divine Power to work Miracles 
for the Confirmation of what they ſaid; and 
who at laſt when they were not ſuffered any 
longer to live to publiſh' it, laid ora 

their 


v3 


their 'Lives, and_ſealed it with their Blood. 
Beſides theſe, there are two other great E- 
vidences/.of . their Integrity in relating this 


. matter, Which being not fo common, 1 ſhall 


propoſe them a little more at large; . and 
(the Firſt) is, That they have nor in their 
Writings conceal'd their own faults, nor their 


Maſter's Sufferings ; both which, no doubt, 


they would have done, had their deſign been 
no other than by all manner of ways, right 
or wrong, true or falſe, to advance their 
own and their Maſter's Glory. It was not 
much for Sr. - Matthew's Credit, that before 
his Converſion. he. was a Publican, a moſt 
hated and diſhonourable Office ; and yet this 
does St. Matthew only, of all the Evangeliſts, 


_ tranſmit to Poſterity, Would it not have 


been more for St. Peter's Reputation, to have 
ſpoke bur little of his ſhameful Fall and De- 
nial of his. Maſter, and more largely of bis 
deep:Sorrow and Repentance 2 When on the 
the contrary, St. Mark, who wrote his Go- 
ſpel from St. Peter's mouth , [has at large 
in all its Circumſtances. deſcrib'd and rela- 
ted his Fall, bur very ſparingly mention'd his 
Repentance, ſaying only, Peter wept, when 

as 
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as the other Evangelsis add, he wept bitterly : So 
alſo in reſpe& of their Maſter, had it been 
only to advance his Honour, that they con- 
criv'd the ſtory of his Reſurre&tion , when 
there was no ſuch thing; How came they 

ro give us lo particular an Account of his 
Diſgraces and Sufferings? eſpecially the Purple _ 
Robe, the Scepter of Reed, the Mockings 
and Scourges, and the otherſhamefnl Circum- 
ſtances they have recorded of his Condem- 
nation and: Execution ? If their buſineſs had. | 
been only to invent and Romance, certainly 
it- had been more for their Maſter's Renown, 
to have left it upon Record to ſucceeding A- 
ges, That he ſuffer'd not at all ; bur thar 
after he had by a Divine Power, working 
Miracles, and doing Execution on his Ene- | 
mies,. eſtabliſtyd his Kingdom in the world, 
he return'd back again to Heaven, with all the 
Ornameats of Triumph and Glory ;- But im- 
partially relating the whole ſtory of” our 
Saviour's Life, and Death, and Returrection, 
the diſgraceful as well as the glorious part, 
it's no little proof, that they ſpake truth 
in both, and are to be believ'd in the whole. 
Apain, we find cheir Teſtimony of this mat- 


ter 


WG "7 


v1 hes Lord-Mayer, &C. 


ter confirm'd by an eminent Jew, Joſephus by 
name, - who livd in or about that time; his 


if it be lawful to call bm. a man, who did many 
Miracles, was an Inſtrufter of thoſe that willins* 
ly entertaind the Truth ; this was (hrift, who 
bens put to death, roſe agam the Third day. 
Fhere are indeed thoſe that will have this 
Teſtimony of Jofephus to: be forg?d, and to 
be falſely thruſt into his Writizgs by ſome 
Chriſtians for the adyantage of their Caufe. 
Bur is there any fhew of reafon to- ſufpedt 
this? Is it to. be imagin'd), thar our Saviour 
ſhould make ſo great a noife in the world, 
drawafter him ſo great a number of Difciples, 
be the Inſtirutor of x new SeCt of Religion, 
do' many miraculous Works, (and: yer ſo di- 

f 

| 


ligent an Hiſtorian as Joſephus, who liv'd at 
that time, and carefnlly collected every re- 
markable Occurrence, ſhould: not make the- 
leaft mention of him ? And now if he has 
not done it here, he has done it no where ;- this: 
being the only place in his whole Hiſtory 
where any thing is ſaid of him. Bur is it 
likely Joſephus ſhould write thus, This was the 

"if Chriſt? 


Poo, 


WG 


\ 


hes 7 A; ; 4's 


words are' theſe, wo@. 7%; fs avro To xepe, Antig. 1 18. 
There was at that time , ſaith he, a wife man, + 
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1 Cor. 15. 
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Chriſt 2 Is not this to write more like a Con- 
feſlor than an Hiſtorian ? more like. a Chri- 
ſian than a Jew? -I anſwer, Is it .neceſſary 
that Joſephus ſhould write his own Senſe? 
May he not be ſuppos'd to write accor- 
ding to the Opinion of others, and what 
the generality of the people ſaid and re- 
ported of him? As well. may Pilate be 
ſuppos'd to believe Jeſus to be King of 
the Jews, becauſe he causd that _ Title , 
Jeſus of Nazareth King of the Jews, to be 
ſet over his Croſs; as Joſephus, to believe 
him to be the Chriſt, becauſe he in his Hi- 
ſtory ſays, This was the Chriſt; when both 
ſpake, not what they themſelves believ'd., 
but what others generally ſpake ; This. was 
the Chriſt, that is, this was call'd the Chriſt, 


So undeniable you ee is the Truth of, our, 


Saviour's Reſurrection ; and if Chriſt be riſen; 
we may allo be certain, that we ſhall at 
laſt be raisd by him; for he aroſe not for 
himſelf only, but as the Firſt-fruits of them that 
ſlept ; and therefore the Apoſtle argues with 
great Reaſon, when he ſays, If Chriſt be riſen 


1 Theſ: 414. from the dead, how ſay ſome among you, that there 


is no Reſurreftion? And on the contrary, If 
we 


ae 


© the Lord-Mayor," &c. 


» 


we believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, even 
them alſo that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with 
him. What greater Aſſurance can good Men 
have, that their Bodies ſhall not for ever 
fleep in the Grave, bur ſhall ac laſt be re- 
united to their Sonls, and both Soul and 
Body live for ever in unſpeakable Bliſs and 
Glory ? Chriſt raiſing himlelf from the dead, 
and aſcending up into Glory: at the right 
hand of God, gives us an ' uncontroulable 
Demonſtration that he is able to raiſe us al- 
ſo; and then paſſing his Word and Promiſe 
for it, that he would raiſe us and exalt us 


to the ſame Glory with himſelf, we can 
- have as little reaſon to doubt his willing- 


neſs to do it, as his Power ; Thus he ſays, 
T am the Reſurreftion and the Life'5- and again, 


He that believeth on me','-ſhall not periſh; but Jo*n6. 40. 


have everlaſting Life , and I will raiſe- hin at the 
laſt day. Bleſſed therefore, for ever bleſſed 
be our Lord Jeſus, who bath brought Life 
and Immortality 'to light by bus Goſpel. Exerlaſt- 
ing Praiſes to his Name, who bath begotten 
us again to this lively hope by his Refarrefhon 

the dead. Now I know that my. Redeemer 


- Tives, and this 1 know alſo, that if he lives, 


D I ſhall 


r Per. 1. 2, 
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| I ſhall live alſo ; and though ir does not yet 


appear what I ſhall be, . yer this I know, that 
when he appears, T ſhall be like him. Oh bleſ- 
ſed ſtate of Chriſtianity ! we are not now 
left in the dark, as was the condition of the. 
Heathen world, with ſome uncertain gueſles 
and conjectures of a future ſtate, grounded: 
upon nice and ſubtle, and as to the peo- 
ple, unintelligible Arguments, but have it 
demonſtrated even to outward ſenſe by our 
Saviour's Reſurreftion ; This is that which 
exalts the Religioa of Chriſt above the 
Jewiſh or any other that ever was in- the 
world, that will effeually recommend. ir 
to all Mankind in all Ages, that it hath 
given us a plain and-eaſy, a ſhort and com- 
pendious, : but withal, a full and clear and 


concluſive Denioriſtration of a Bleſſed Im» . 


mortality. | | 

Ir remains. now-. only, That from what 
I have faid, I perlwade you, if I can, to 
che | ſincere ' praftice of univerſal Righte- _ 
ouſnels, eſpecially this Noble and Princi- | 


_ pal part of it, Alms and Charity. 


| 'have-:already ſhew'd you the Bleſſed 


Reward of ſo doing, both as to the great- 


neſs 


- the Lord-Miyar, See. 


» a 
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- 
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neſs and the certainty of it; give me leave 
for a Concluſion to put you in mind of the 
great Examples that are gone before. you 
tro enjoy it, by whoſe abundant Charity ſo 


many admirable: Hoſpitals have. been found- 


ed and plentifully endow'd ; - the blefled 
Fruits and Effets whereof, are theſe before 
you, and many others; So many. daily fed 
and cloath'd, cured of their Maladies, re- 
ſtord to their Wircs, put our to beneficial 
Trades, inftruted. with ' great Abilities: and 
Application in ſeveral kinds of uſeful Know- 
ledge and Learning ; But IT cannot give you 


a better account of them, than by reading the 


Report unto you. 
A True Report, &c. 


| By this Report you ſee how. much we 


are indebted to the Noble BenefaQions of 
our great and generous Anceftors: How 
much to your Lordſhip's and Brethren's Care, 
rogether - with many other worthy. Citizens, 
for their faithful and prudent ' Managemenc 
of them : This above all things is theGlory of 
your City, and I hope it will ever. be ſo; 
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Eccl. 3.30,31- 


May God encreaſe the Number of your 


Benefa&tors, may you your ſelves be of that 
number. 


This is the beſt way to perpetuate your 


Memories, to eternize your Names, to bring 
Honour to your Religion , to demonſtrate 
the ſincerity of your Profeſſion, to. make our 
Church become the Envy of Rome and the 
Glory of all Churches. 

This is the beft way to, derive a preſent 
Blefling upon your Families, and to entail a 


Blefling upon your Poſterities, to avert the 


Judgments of God that hang over our heads, 
and to engage the peculiar and excraordi- 
nary Protection of Divine Providence ovet 
Fheir Majeſties., this great City, and the 
whole Nation. As water quenches flaming fire, 
» Alms make Atonement for Sin. ; | 
This will make us like our ſetves, of a 


eruly- humane Femper and Diſpoficion, whoſe ' 


native property it is, to be courteous, help- 
ful, atid obliging & | | | 
This will make us like the Son of God, 


who whilft he was here on Earth, was full | 


of the Spirit 'of Love, Tender-heartednefs, 
and Compaſſion, going up and down doing 


Good, . 


F 
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Good, ' and caſting an healing Influence both 
on the Souls and Bodies of Men. 

This will make us like to God himſelf, by 
whoſe -moſt adorable Goodneſs, the whole 


Frame of the Creation, the whole Race of 


Mankind, the rich, the poor, .the ſound, the 
unſound Part, were at firſt made, and have 
hitherto been ſuſtained. 

In ſum, Charity is the Flower of all Graces, 
the Bond of Perfedkunks the Soul of Religi- 
on, the.Nature of God, the Life of Heaven, 
and the moſt certain undoubted Way thar 
leads to ir. 

God, many times rewards Charity in this 
World, and the. Poſterity of a Righteous 
Man commonly fare the better for their-Fa- 
ther's ſake. T have been young, but now an old, 
ſays the Prophet David ,. yet never ſaw T the 
righteous forſaken, nor. his ſeed begging their 
bread ; that is, nor his Seed begging their 
Bread, forſaken. We read in the Second 
Book of Kings, and the Fourth Chapter, of 
a Widow-woman and her Children pre- 


ſerved alive, and fed by the Propher's mira- - 


culous encreafing of her-Pot of Oyl; which 
Woman, if we will þelieve the-Rabbins, had: 


en. 
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been Wife to that good Man Obadiah, con- 
cerning whom we read in the Firſt Book of 
Kings, and the 18th Chapter , | That when 
Jezebel cut off th? Prophets "of the Lord, be hid 
them by fifty in a Cave, and fed them with bread 
and water : And their Conjecture is nor im- 
probable, the Charafter the Woman gives 
of her Husband in the one place, fo exaCt- 
ly agreeing to that the Holy Ghoſt gives © 
him in the other. Thy ſervant my -husband , 
ſays the Woman to Eliſha, fear'd the Lord ; 
and Obadiah feared the Lord greatly, ſays the 
other. S- great a regard, you ſee, had 
God to the Wife and Children of a Cha- 
ritable Man , *that he chaſes, rather than 
they ſhould want, to feed them by a Mi- 
racle. 

But what are all the good things of this 


'Life to the felicities of the next 2 What are 


Riches that have wings, to Immortality ? 
What's a Palace, to Heaven? Here we viſit 
the Sick, and the Spiric of Comfort viſits us. 
We'ſerve our Brethren, and Angels miniſter 
ro us. We convert a Sinner, and ſhall 
ſhine as Stars. We part with a little. Sil- 
ver, and the hand of Mercy works-it, and 

turns 


Tr 
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turns it into a Crown. We ſow Tempo- 
ral Things, and ſhall reap Eternal. We 
build Houſes for Outcafts and Orphans, 


and ſhall our ſelves have a Building of God, 


an Houſe not made with hands, Eternal in 
the Heavens; But the Righteous into Life Eters 
nal. 
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Books lately Printed for Richard Chilwell. 


A Diſcourſe of the Paſtbral'Care. By GILBERT Lord Biſhop'of 
'J5 & Sarum. : EE aft —F5 | 

—— His Four Diſcourſes delivered to the Clergy of the Dioceſs of 
Sarum. Concerning I. The Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. II. The 
Divinity and the Death of Chriſt. HI. The Infallibiliry-and Authoriry 
of the Church: IV. The Obligations to continue in the Communion of 


the Church. 80. * : | | 
 ———  — His Serman-preached before the Queen at 1h7te- hall, March 
1%, 1693. being the, Thizgd Sunday in; Lenr, on 1 Cor. 1.26. | 2 
A Sermon preached before the Queen at White hall, Decemb. lo. 1603. 
on 1 John5. 4 By Sam. Freeman, D. D. Dean of Peterborough. : 
An Impartial Hiſtory of the Late Wars of ireland, from the beginning 
to the end. In Two Parts. Illuſtrated with Copper Sculptures, deſcri- 
bing the moſt Important Places of Aﬀtion. Written by George Story, an 
Eye-witneſs of the moſt Remarkable Paſſages. qo, |, 
A Diſcourſe of. the Government of Thoughts. By George Tully, Sub- 
Dean of York. 8w0. | h , 
Memoirs of the moſt Reverend Thomas Cranmer, Archbiſhop of Canter- ">»,/3 
bury, Wherein the Hiſtory of the Church , and the Reformation of ir, 
during the Primacy of the faid Archbiſhop, are greatly illuſtrated, and 
many ſingular Matters relating thereunto now firſt publiſhed in 'Three 
Books.Colle&ed chiefly from Records, Regiſters, Authentick Letters, and 
other Original Manuſcripts. By Fohn Stripe, M. A. #ol. 
Origo Legum: Or, A Treatiſe of the Origin of Laws, and their Oblig- 
ing Power. As alſo of their great Variety, and why ſome Laws are im- 
mutable, and ſome not, but may ſuffer change, or ceaſe to be, or be ſu- 
ſpended or abrogated. In Seven Books. 'By George Dawſon, M. A. Fl. 
A Brief Djſcourſe cqucerning the Lawfulneſs, of Worſhipping God by 2 
the Common Prayer ; in Anfwer to a Book, Intituled. [.7 Brief Diſcourſe | 
of the Unlawfulneſs of Common=-Prayer-Worſbip. ] By John Williams , D. D. 
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- "If True Repreſentation of the Abſurd and Miſchievous Principles of V 4 
the Se& commonly known by the Name of the Muggietonians. 470. 0 

A Sermon concerning the Caleſtial Body of a Chriſtian after the Re- 2 
ſurreQion ; preached before the King and Queen at White-hall, April $8. © 
169g. being Eaſter-day. By Thomas Lord Biſhop of Lincehs. 
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